
Quick Guide

Applying for a  
Bylaw Authority
Flood Protection and Drainage Bylaws 2020

Riparian Planting

If you are planning  
riparian planting...

PLEASE PROVIDE:
•	Your contact details

•	Property address
•	When you plan on starting and/or completing the work
•	Plants you are planning to use
•	Plant layout in relation to the drain edge 
•	Type of fencing you’re planning to build and  

its distance from the drain edge (if applicable)

What to plant and where?
When deciding what to plant and how wide the  
riparian margin should be, you need to consider the 
orientation of the waterway.
One of the benefits of riparian planting is that it  
provides shade to a drain, reducing water temperature 
and excessive plant growth. Rivers need at least 70% 
shade for these benefits to be achieved.

Planting zones
Within riparian margins, there are three planting zones 
where different types of plants should be planted. 
Planting the upper and lower banks with vegetation 
improves conditions in waterways for animals that live  
in there as well as improve terrestrial biodiversity. 
Leaving rank grass near laneways, bridges, culverts  
and in swales, where excess rainfall runs off paddocks,  
will help filter out sediment and phosphorus.

There is no fee for a standard application although 
some charges may apply for technical review costs 
or specialist advice.

Getting a Bylaw Authority
Please provide a completed Application Form

This is available online at:
www.boprc.govt.nz/bylaw-authority

What happens when your 
application is received?
We will send you an acknowledgement that  
we have your application. We aim to have 
applications assessed and bylaw authorities  
issued within 20 working days.

Submit your application
You can either send your completed application  
form and associated material to us by:

Email: riversanddrains@boprc.govt.nz
or Post to:	
Rivers and Drainage Asset Management
Bay of Plenty Regional Council
PO Box 364
Whakatāne 3158

Do you have questions or need 
help with your application?
Please contact a member of our  
Rivers and Drainage Bylaws team:

Phone: 0800 884 880
Email: riversanddrains@boprc.govt.nz

If you’re emailing the team, we’d be grateful  
if you could put your property address and 
'Application Authority' in the subject line.

www.boprc.govt.nz



Do Bylaws affect your property?
Check out our interactive map online at:
www.boprc.govt.nz/bylaw-authority

Background

In February 2021, the Bay of Plenty Regional 
Council’s Flood Protection and Drainage  
Bylaws (2020) came into effect. 

The Bylaws are about protecting the  
Regional Council’s flood protection and drainage 
infrastructure, for example floodgates, stopbanks  
and drainage scheme drains. It’s important they 
function properly when needed.

Residents living near these assets and wanting to do 
work on their property, need to consider whether they 
need a Bylaw Authority (written permission) from the 
Regional Council.

While Bylaws have a regulatory effect; they are a  
type of law, the Flood Protection and Drainage  
Bylaws (2020) are not about stopping owners doing 
work on their property.

This guide provides advice on what is required if 
your property is in a Bylaws affected area and you’re 
looking to do riparian planting.

What do these Bylaws cover?
Regional Council controlled or managed:

A 	DRAINAGE SCHEME DRAINS
	  	
B 	DEFENCES AGAINST WATER 

	 e.g. Stopbank, flood wall

C 	EROSION PROTECTION
	 e.g. Willow plantings, rockwork

Why are the distances for earthworks different for various rivers?
There are many soil types across the Bay of Plenty,  
with each having a different resistance to water.  

When river levels rise against a flood defence  
e.g. a stopbank, water tries to find an escape route  
by following a path of least resistance. 

In areas where soil types allow water to travel easily,  
such as the more porous soils of the Rangitāiki River 

catchment, a greater distance is required between 
activities carried out on the land and the defence 
against water.  

If earthworks are carried out incorrectly too close  
to a defence, they can make it easier for water to find 
places to escape, which can potentially cause it to fail.

B  DEFENCES AGAINST WATER

20m Rotorua streams, Waiōtahe River, Drainage scheme canals 

40m Whakatāne, Tauranga, Waioeka and Otara Rivers

120m Tarawera River

140m Kaituna River

200m
Rangitāiki River and Rangitāiki Floodway

LANDWARD  
TOE OF  

STOPBANK 

Between the bank 
of water course 
and any defence 
against water

On, in or through any 
defence against water

A specified distance from  
any defence against water

EARTHWORKS

12m

PLANTINGS & STRUCTURES

AREA

1
AREA

2
AREA

3

A  DRAINAGE SCHEME DRAINS

In a drain, on the  
bank of a drain  
or over a drain

AREA

1
Within 12 metres  

of the lip of a drain

AREA

2

Bylaw applicable assets
C  EROSION PROTECTION

Council regularly undertakes erosion 
protection work, for example planting or 
rockwork, along many of the region’s rivers. 
Access to this work by Council is important 
for ongoing maintenance. If you’re planning 
to undertake any work along one of the 
region’s rivers, please email our team at 
riversanddrains@boprc.govt.nz for advice.      


