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Map areas susceptible to each natural hazard. 
(Policy NH 7A)

No risk reduction 
required

Does the land use 
change* proposed for the 

NHZ qualify as an exception 
under Policy NH 6B?

Does the Plan or
Plan change provide for land 

use change* in any NHZ that is 
classified as High or 

Medium risk?

Require those activities to apply risk 
reduction measures to reduce risk as low 

as reasonably practicable.

Include provisions to ensure no land 
use change or redevelopment occurs that 
would increase the risk of adverse effects  

from coastal erosion or inundation.

Include provisions to achieve a Low 
level of risk on each development site.

Establish the context. 
(Policy framework 2.11, 2.11.1, Objective 31, 

Policies NH1B, NH2B, Appendix K Policy 
Framework)

Define Natural Hazard Zones (NHZ).
(Policy NH 8A(a))

Assess risk in each natural hazard zone 
for existing land use. 

(Policy NH 8A(b))

Classify risk in each natural hazard zone as 
High, Medium or Low.

(Policy NH 8A(c))

After land use change* 
would the level of risk in 

the NHZ be greater 
than Low?

Would
the land use change*

be in an area of the coastal 
environment potentially affected 
by coastal erosion or inundation 

over the next 100 years?
(Policy NH 5B)

Include provisions to ensure a Low risk 
level continues to be achieved at the NHZ 
scale following completion of the land use 

change or redevelopment.

Does the Plan or
Plan change provide for land 

use change* within an 
identified NHZ?

Yes Yes Yes Yes

No No NoNo

Yes

No

*For the purpose of this figure “land use change" includes the subdivision, development, redevelopment and protection of land.

Use Appendix L

Appendix K – The Natural Hazards Risk Management Policy Framework 
Natural hazard risk management policy framework for regional, city and district plans 
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Natural hazard risk management policy framework for development proposals* 

Have Natural Hazard 
Zones (NHZs) been identified in 
the relevant plan in accordance 

with Policy NH 8A(b)?

Is the proposal outside 
of the criteria of 
Policy NH 9B?

Is the development proposal
affected by Policy NH 6B?

Impose conditions that will ensure risk is 
as low as reasonably practicable.

Impose conditions (if necessary) to ensure
a Low risk is achieved at the NHZ scale 
following completion of the development.

Impose conditions that will ensure the 
development proposal would not increase 
the risk from coastal erosion or inundation.

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Is the development site
located with an identified

NHZ?

Is the
development site 

affected by Policy NH 5B?
(within an area of the coastal 

environment that is affected by 
coastal erosion or coastal
inundation over at least

the next 
100 years)

Is the 
development site

in a NHZ of Low risk 
as identified in accordance with 

Policy NH 8A(c)?

Impose conditions that will ensure 
Low risk is achieved at the scale 

of the development site.

Yes

No No

Yes

Assess the development site’s 
susceptibility to natural 
hazards (Appendix L).

No

No

Assess the risk in accordance 
with Policy NH 10B and 

Appendix L.

Assess the risk in accordance 
with Policy NH 9B and 

Appendix L.

Yes

*For the purpose of this figure the term “development proposal” means the subject of a resource consent, notice of requirement or private plan change

No risk assessment required.

No

Use Appendix L




