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BOPRC Proposed Plan Change 13 – Air Quality 

Submission Type: Support with amendment 

Submitter: Solo Wings limited (Colin Alexander), 2 De Havilland Way 

Submission: 

This submission concerns matters which are relevant to the public interest, namely avoiding adverse 

effects on public health and equipment. Solo Wings (Aircraft Maintenance facility) is located 2 De 

Havilland Way, Tauranga Airport.  As a direct result of working at 2 DeHavilland way I have been 

subject to serious adverse health effects arising from discharges to air of particulate matter from an 

adjacent bulk materials handling facility located 101 Aerodrome Road, Mt Maunganui.  Adverse effects 

also include health of my employees, economics of my business, and damage to paint and windows of 

customer’s aircraft. 

I submit; 

1- In support of proposed AQ R1 as currently drafted. This rule requires discharges to air should 

NOT cause adverse effects beyond the boundary of the site where any activity is being 

undertaken. 

2- In particular Support of Rule AQ R1(c) which provides that any activity on industrial or trade 

premises that has discharges to air that have adverse effects offsite, such as 101 Aerodrome 

road (which has caused serious adverse effects at mine and other properties), will now require 

resource consent. 
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3- For effective enforcement of this rule, I seek that monitoring be carried out for PM10 in 

accordance with the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Air 

Quality) 

4- To register my strong opposition to “Proposed Plan Change 13 – Air Quality” amendments 

sought by the following parties: (submission numbers in brackets) 

 KiwiRail Holdings Ltd    (69) 

 Oji Fibre Solution     (37) 

 Port of Tauranga     (67) 

 Silver Fern Farms Management Ltd  (63) 

 Federated Farmers of New Zealand  (76) 

 Swap Stockfoods Ltd    (75) 

In my experience, for the past 5 years, there has been a demonstrable lack of regulatory action by 

BOPRC in dealing with the adverse effects caused by discharges from the neighbouring bulk materials 

handling facility at 101 Aerodrome Road. There is considerable evidence of adverse effects from these 

discharges which is supported by an independent investigation commissioned for Toi Te Ora.  The 

report concludes that: (Emission Impossible Ltd, 2018)1 

“...dust emissions from the bulk materials activities at 101 Aerodrome Road are having adverse 

health effects on workers and residents in de Havilland Way. These effects are intermittent and 

appear to coincide with dry, windy conditions and a lack of effective dust control at 101 
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Aerodrome Road. The effects range from minor (e.g. sore throat, itchy eyes) to serious (e.g. 

allergic bronchitis).” 

Additionally Toi Te Ora’s report outlines a wide range of adverse health effects that can arise from 

exposure to particulate matter, summarised as:  

In summary, PM10 causes both acute and long-term health effects and is carcinogenic.  It 

should be treated seriously and not just considered as ‘nuisance’ dust. 

Clearly something has to change; BOPRC has recognized this in the proposed plan change-13.  The 

abovementioned parties seek amendments, I feel, will further frustrate BOPRC’s ability to effectively 

perform its regulatory role. Tauranga Airport is a public area.  General public are subject to breathing 

contaminated air, as a consequence of 101 Aerodrome road particulate discharges, as I and my 

employees have been. It would clearly run counter to the public health interest for BOPRC to adopt 

these amendments. 
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