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READER’S GUIDE 
 
There may be some parts of this regional plan that you are interested in reading.  To find these parts 
quickly, the following guide gives a brief summary of what each chapter is about. 
 
Chapter 1 - Introduction: 
 
Names the regional plan, outlines its purpose and aims, discusses topics and issues to be managed, 
the geographical area of the plan, and sets its duration. 
 
Chapter 2 - Preparation of the Regional Plan for the Tarawera River Catchment: 
 
Provides a summary of how the regional plan was prepared, research undertaken and the people and 
organisations consulted. 
 
Chapter 3 - Statutory Framework: 
 
Outlines the primary parts or sections of the Resource Management Act 1991 relevant to the 
preparation of the regional plan.  It also includes definitions of “Issues”, “Objectives”, “Policies”, and 
“Methods”. 
 
Chapter 4 - Policy Framework: 
 
Establishes how this regional plan relates to other planning documents at the national, regional and 
district level. 
 
Chapter 5 - Responsibilities: 
 
Identifies the principle local body and governmental organisations with resource management 
responsibilities, and gives a brief resume of their primary functions and duties. 
 
Chapter 6 - Physical Description of the Tarawera Catchment: 
 
Provides background information on the area covered by the regional plan.  Discusses the Tarawera 
River catchment in four sub-areas, namely the Tarawera Lakes and their catchments, the catchment 
of the Upper Reach of the Tarawera River, the catchment of the Lower Reach of the Tarawera River, 
and the Tarawera River mouth. 
 
Chapter 7 - Community Attitudes and Perceptions: 
 
Details issues relating social and economic wellbeing, and local attitudes and perceptions towards the 
environment. 
 
Chapter 8 - Resource Management Issues of Significance to Iwi: 
 
Outlines the primary resource management issues of concern or interest to tangata whenua iwi who 
have rohe within the regional plan area. 
 
Chapter 9 - Summary of Issues: 
 
Lists issues relating to each of the policy chapters. 
 
Chapter 10 - Public Access: 
 
Outlines issues relating to public access to and long water bodies in the catchment. 
 
Chapter 11 - Land Use: 
 
Details the geology, soils, and vegetative cover of the Tarawera River catchment and provides an 
account of inappropriate land uses and land use practices. 
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Chapter 12 - River and Lake Beds: 
 
Deals with issues relating to management of the beds of the catchment’s river, lakes, and wetlands, 
including issues relating to the location of structures, sedimentation, and the reclaiming and draining of 
beds of river, lakes and wetlands. 
 
Chapter 13 - Freshwater Ecology: 
 
Details the fresh water ecology of the catchments water bodies, focusing especially on the main stem 
of the Tarawera River. 
Chapter 14 - Surface Water Quantity: 
 
Outlines the primary causes and effects of changing river flows and lake and wetland levels in the 
catchment. 
 
Chapter 15 - Surface Water Quality: 
 
Identifies the primary factors of water quality in the Tarawera River catchment. 
 
Chapter 16 - Groundwater Quality and Quantity: 
 
Deals with both groundwater quality and quantity, especially with regard to the Rangitaiki Plains, and 
the disposal of contaminants to land. 
 
Chapter 17 - Geothermal Resources: 
 
Identifies and assesses the geothermal fields in the Tarawera River catchment. 
 
Chapter 18 - Resource Consent Process: 
 
Outlines the information required with an application for a resource consent for activities identified in 
this regional plan. 
 
Chapter 19 - Monitoring and Plan Review: 
 
Specifies how Environment Bay of Plenty intends to monitor the performance of the regional plan, and 
the procedure for its review. 
 
Chapter 20 – Summary of Rules: 
 
All plan rules brought together on blue paper for your convenience. 
 
Appendices: 
 
Contain more detailed information and data related to the above mentioned Chapters, as well as 
references and a detailed glossary. 
 
Advisory Note: 
 
Throughout the plan reference is made to specific pulp and paper mills at Kawerau.  Over time the 
names have changed.  At the time the plan was made operative the original Tasman Pulp and Paper 
Company Limited had been divided into Norske Skog Tasman and Carter Holt Harvey Tasman.  
Likewise the original Caxton became Carter Holt Harvey Tissue and then Carter Holt Harvey 
Consumer Brands.  It is to be expected that the names of companies will change over time. 
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