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	6 August 2020
Allegrow Limited
18 Coast View Road
RD 1
Opotiki 3197


	
	
	

	Dear Sir/Madam
Resource Consent Application RM20-0475-AP, take groundwater for irrigation and frost protection – Request for Further Information (s92 RMA)
Following review of your application we request the further information as outlined below:

1. In order to understand how the effects on groundwater quantity for the Kope Orini 1 groundwater management zone and the Rieds Central Canal management zone will be mitigated through “borrowing” allocation from the neighbouring zone. Please respond to the following:

a) Please identify how the effects on the Kope Orini 1 aquifer will be mitigated by using the allocation from the Reids Central Canal management zone. It is understood that when water is abstracted from a bore, there is a cone depression created at a radius around the ground water take and therefore, draw down effects will be experienced in the area surrounding the bore. As this bore is in close proximity (it has been concluded in the technical review that the effects would be experienced across both zones) to the neighbouring zone, please explain how the effects on groundwater quantity will be mitigated through allocating from the neighbouring zone.

(It must be understood that although there may be groundwater connectivity across different management zones, the assumptions of the GNS mass balance model do no not allow for this and therefore the allocation is based on a zone by zone basis (conservative approach); you cannot simply transfer allocation across zones. This is the method that the Bay of Plenty Regional Council accepts as being the best information there is currently, for the groundwater allocation assessment. Under this methodology, the groundwater zone is over allocated).

b) Further, if you do not wish to assess the above information against the GNS mass balance model and the BOPRC allocation tool, please provide a new method that addresses why and how the the sustainability and long term effects on the system can be managed by your proposed scheme. This scheme will need to be agreed on by BOPRC planning and will also need to be assessed for technical deficiencies by BOPRC Science before using for management purposed.
OR

c) If you wish to do some further assessment on the aquifers connectivity and geothermal flux to amalgamate the zone, you could provide this technical information to GNS Science for assessment, although only once they have accepted this could we implement the management and allocation of this amalgamation. This would also need to identify and prove how the current GNS model is not appropriate and/ or inaccurate.
Once we have received all information necessary to assess the effects of your proposal on the receiving environment, we will continue processing your application.
Please feel free to contact me regarding the requirements of this letter, on 0800 884 881 extension 8012 or at Daniel.Tingey@boprc.govt.nz.
When and how should I respond?
In accordance with section 92A(1) of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) you must respond to this request by 27 August 2020. You may either:
· provide the required information,
· write to us stating that you will supply the required information, but require a longer  period in which to do so, or
· write to us stating that you refuse to provide the required information.
What happens if I do not respond or refuse to provide the information?
If you do not respond by 27 August 2020 or respond indicating your refusal to provide the requested information, then under section 92B(2) of the RMA we must continue to process your application but your application is likely to be notified (incurring extra costs) and/or declined. If we decline your application, you have the right of appeal (s120 RMA) to the Environment Court.
Yours faithfully

Daniel Tingey
Consents Officer
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