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Background and context 

• NZ’s most significant water, road and rail corridor 

• Population to increase by up to 250,000 in next 25yrs 

• Significant housing and employment potential 

• Challenged by: Water availability and quality, congestion 

• A collaborative leadership culture 

• Issues and opportunities cut across administrative boundaries. 

 



Background and context 

• June 2018 – Ministers, Mayors and Chairs directed officials to initiate the 
work and report back on: 

 

 

• A summary of shared spatial intent for urban growth and development. 

 

 

• A draft programme of initiatives 

 



Background and context 

Government’s Urban Growth Agenda – spatial planning: 
 

• improve choices for the location and type of housing  

 

• improve access to employment, education and services 

 

• assist emission reductions and build climate resilience, and  

 

• enable quality built environments, while avoiding unnecessary urban sprawl. 
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Process 

• Collaborative, but targeted: 
• Organisations working collaboratively but in existing structures. 

• No formal consultation beyond the partnership yet. 

• MBIE/MHUD with NZTA provided the ‘back-bone’ 

• Accelerated: 
• <12 months. 

• Existing work programmes paused – some still on hold. 

• Required the right people being in the room – considerable organisational investment. 

• Evidence informed 
• Officials lead the statement of shared spatial intent. 

• Some initial propositions significantly modified as work advanced. 



The Growth Management Partnership 

Future Proof Implementation Joint Committee 

Corridor Plan 
Steering Group 

Future Proof TIG 
Water Policy 

Group 

Chief Executives + Strengthened Iwi 

representation 

 

+ Auckland Council 

 

+ Government 
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Statement of 
shared 
spatial intent 

Layers 1 & 2: 

 

• Flood prone areas 

• Significant ecological areas 

• Erosion prone land 

• Elite soils 

• Drainage areas 
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Layer 3: 

 

Transport Corridors 
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Layer 4 & 5: 

 

Where we live and 

work 
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Layer 6: 

Enabling 

infrastructure 



Statement of 
shared 
spatial intent 

 

1. Stronger corridor connections 

2. Papakura to Pokeno 

3. River Communities 

4. Hamilton-Waikato 
metropolitan area 

5. New tools 

 



Programme of initiatives 

• Some key initiatives: 
 

• Cross-regional blue-green open space and recreational network 

 

• Collective biodiversity offset pilot 

 

• Inter-city rail: start-up service implementation and rapid-rail investigation 

 

• Joint sub-regional waters investigation 

 

• Hamilton-Waikato metropolitan spatial plan 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Questions 


