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SUBMISSIONS ON PROPOSED PLAN CHANGE 13 (Air Quality)

to Bay of Plenty Regional Natural Resources Plan
Clause 6 of First Schedule, Resource Management Act 1991

To: Bay of Plenty Regional Council
Whakatane 3158
email: air@boprc.govt.nz

Submitter Details

Full name of submitter: Mercury NZ Limited (“Mercury”)
Contact name: Fraser Graafhuis
Address for service: PO Box 445

HAMILTON 3240
Contact phone number: (07) 8588406 or 0274910867
Email: fraser.uraafhuis@mercury.co.nz
Submissions

This is a submission on Proposed Plan Change 13 to the Bay of Plenty Regional Natural Resources Plan.

This submission is prepared in general accordance with Form 5 in Schedule 1 of the Resource Management (Forms, Fees and
Procedure) Regulations 2003. Section 1 to this submission provides context for the specific submission points set out in section
2 of this submission.

Mercury could not gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission.
Mercury wishes to be heard in support of its submission.

If others make a similar submission, Mercury will not consider presenting a joint case with them at the hearing.

Miles Rowe
for Planning and Policy Manager
Mercury NZ Limited

Date: 17" April 2018
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Mercury NZ Limited

1.1 Overview

Mercury is a publicly listed company and the third largest electricity generator in New Zealand, typically generating about
17% of New Zealand's electricity. In addition, the Company is the third largest retailer in New Zealand, selling electricity
through various retail businesses.

Mercury has a diverse and expanding portfolio of generation assets throughout the North Island, which over the last 5 years
has generated an average of over 6,700 gigawatt hours of electricity per year. 100% of the Company’s generation comes
from renewable resources, which includes geothermal power stations in the Bay of Plenty and Waikato regions, and the
Waikato Hydro Scheme on the Waikato River.

1.2 Assets, Operations and Interest in Bay of Plenty Region

Mercury owns and operates the 100 MW Kawerau Geothermal Power Station which commenced operations in 2008. The
Kawerau Power Station is a significant contributor to the electricity generated in the Bay of Plenty Region and generates
enough electricity to supply approximately 100,000 households or about one third of residential and industrial demand for
electricity in the Bay of Plenty Region.

The Kawerau Geothermal System is capable of sustaining further development. In addition, there are a number of
geothermal systems within the Bay of Plenty Region, such as Taheke, Tikitere, and Rotoma, having potential temperature
and energy resources to support future use and development. These Geothermal Systems have limited or no development
currently.

Mercury holds resource consents from the Bay of Plenty Regional Council for its existing geothermal operations and
geothermal drilling activities. The development, operation, maintenance and upgrading of new and existing renewable
electricity generation activities is a matter of national significance under the National Policy Statement for Renewable
Electricity Generation 2011. Of relevance to Proposed Plan Change 13, is geothermal air discharges associated with
geothermal operations and geothermal drilling.
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