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Guide to making a submission

Public notification of the Proposed Plan Change 13 (Air Quality) to the Regional Natural
Resources Plan (the Proposed Plan) is the start of the formal development of the new plan.
Making a submission is a way to give your views and influence decisions made by the Regional
Council on the new plan.
Any person can make a submission. You don’'t have to be an expert, you just need to have a
relevant point of view and be specific about the changes you wish to see. Your submission
should focus on the positive or negative environmental effects of the Proposed Plan. The
Ministry for the Environment website has more advice on making a submission:
http:/mww.mfe.govt.nz/publications/rma/everyday-guide-rma-making-submission-about-
proposed-plan-or-plan-change
The Resource Management Act 1991 requires submissions to be made in a certain way1. The
attached Submission Form can be used as a guide. You can attach additional pages if
necessary. Your submission must be made in writing and include:

1 Set out in Form & of the Resource Management (Forms, Fees, and Procedure) Regulations 2003,

OThe name of the local authority you are sending your submission to.

OThe name of the Proposed Plan.

OYour full name, address, telephone and/or fax number and email address so information
canbe sent to you. This is your ‘Address for Service'.

OThe specific provisions of the Proposed Plan your submission relates to.

OWhether you support or oppose those provisions or wish to have amendments made andyour
reasons why.

OThe decision or conclusion you would like the council to reach. Put in as much detail
aspossible.

OWhether you wish to be heard (speak and give evidence) at a Council hearing on
yoursubmission.

OWhether you will consider presenting a joint case at a council hearing with others who
havelodged submissions similar to yours.

OWhether you could gain an advantage in trade competition through your submission.

You must sign and date your submission - a signature isn't necessary for electronic
submissions.

Please be as clear and detailed as possible in your submission, particularly on the changes you
wish t0 see made to the Proposed Plan.

The closing date for submissions is Wednesday, 18 April 2018 at 4:00 pm.

Once submissions have closed, the Regional Council will summarise submissions and make the
summary document available to the public. You are able to make a further submission if you
have an interest that is more than the public in general. This further submission can only
support or oppose the original submissions.

Bay of Plenty Regional Council will then hold a public hearing of submissions and make
decisions, providing reasons. Any person who made a submission has the right to appeal the
Regional Council’s decision on their submissions to the Environment Court.

Following the resolution of any appeals, the Regional Council will adopt the Proposed Plan
Change 13 (Air Quality) (amended in accordance with its decisions and any directions from the
Environment Court) and send the Proposed Plan to the Minister of Conservation for their
approval. BOPRC ID: A2802144
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Submitter

Robin Grierson, spokesperson for Spray Watchers Group.

Ph 0276215969 5445007
44 Woodleigh place Ohauiti
Tauranga 3112

Topic one: Open burning-support all points but feel point three should apply to rural areas as well as urban
Burning of certain harmful materials (eg Plastic) cannot be burned.

Rationale- many farmers do not recycle plastics but just burn in their burning spot, as they do other rubbish.
Topic Three : Agrichemical spraying:

1.8Should read: in both urban and rural areas a spray risk management plan is required before spraying.
Factors such as the proximity to boundaries with neighbors, wind direction and strength, the type of spray
being applied and is it the safest - must be assessed in order to do no harm.

Rationale: Because our city is growing with infill of housing within it, and urban areas now are encroaching into
horticultural areas, there is more of our population is at risk of spray-poisoning. More people today have allergies and
chemical sensitivities.

For example, children are especially at risk, so that there should be no sprays used in schools unless it is weekend or
holidays.

2.Stricter signage requirements for spraying in public amenity areas,and all Council contractors should be
made to do a new standard course in the spraying of such areas. At present a course called “Growsafe” is
the only pre- requisite required by Council contractors .

Rationale:This course was designed about 30 years ago for learning to spray in a horticultural setting. At present,
staff do not even clear parks of people before they commence spraying, sometimes in the wind.

3.Stricter notification requirements for spraying using methods with higher risk of spray drift and stricter
monitoring that these rules are adhered to. There should be notification agreements with neighbors.

I agree with all of the above.
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